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I.—ForeE1cn Potirtics. 


The Bangavasi of the 19th August has heard it rumoured that the 
os Ciel calaiten. question of railway extension to Candahar is being 
again discussed in Simla, and says that if this is 
true, and if Sir Mortimer Durand has received instructions to consult with the 
Amir on the subject, then there can be little doubt that the Cabul mission will 
be a failure. If the Afghans, opposed as they are to this scheme, suspect the 
intention of the British Government, who can say that they will not try to 

intercept the mission on the road? : 
9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 20th August says that heroic 
oe British Generals have rete the Lushai chief, 
ap aa captive inthe Sardar Laltuama, and his mother as cuptives into 
their own camp. A female captive at the hands of 

the British is no doubt a sight worth seeing and showing. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


8. The Bangavasi of the 19th August has learnt that owing to scarcity 

thefts of rice have become very common in Chechri, 
within the jurisdiction of the Bhandaria thana in 
the Backergunge district. Im some cases even 
cooked rice has been stolen. The authorities ought to enquire into the cause of 
these thefts, and put an end to them. 


Thefts due to scarcity in the 
Backergunge district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th August has heard many complaints 
A certain Subordinate Judge of against a certain Subordinate Judge of Barisal, and 


Barisal. hopes that he will show greater devotion to his 
duties in future. 


5. The Burdwan re = the 15th August says that in the town of 
“eis urdwan the people charged with committin 

She TS TRAIN TS nes hen ie Lace > sirenll we often put to ve 4 

great inconvenience in consequence of the irregular attendance of the local 

municipal bench. The Bench Magistrates enter appearance sometimes at 4 

o’clock in the afternoon, and this means the detention fora whole day of the 

unfortunate people who transgress against the municipal law. These men are 

strangers in the town, and the necessity to which the trial puts them of passing 

the nizht there causes them great hardship. The writer thinks that the muni- 

cipal bench ought to sit at 11 or 113 a.m., in order that these offenders against 

the municipal law may get their dicharge sufficiently early to return to their 

homes that very day. 1t is hoped that the Chairman of the Municipality will 
look to the matter. 

6. The Sanjivani of the iy Aveo says that on the recommenda- 

- os tion of the Allahabad High Court, Sir Charles 

Judgeaki of ree, Additional = Crosthwaite has appointed Babu Pramada Charan 


ws Banerji, a Judge of the Allahabad Small Cause 
Court, as the Additional Judge of Lucknow—a post hitherto filled by 


Civilians only. Sir John Strachey and the Pioneer newspaper always say 
that the heroic Hindu, Musulman and Rajput races of North-Western India do 
not like to be governed by the weak, effeminate Bengalis. But the appoint- 
ment of Babu Pramada Charan to the Judgeship of Lucknow, which was the 
seat of the Muhammadan Nawabs of Oudh, and which is still the residence 
of a we large number of wealthy Muhammadans, gives the lie to this state- 
ment. I'he appointment is not qnly a matter of congratulation for the Bengalis, 
but all India will rejoice at the elevation of an uncovenanted Indian to a post so 
long held by the covenanted servants of Government. Both Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite and the Judges of the Allahabad High Court have earned the 
thanks of the people for their impartiality and recognition of worth and merit. 
It isto be hoped that Babu Pramada Charan will soon be vested with the 
powers of a Sessions Judge, as he fully deserves to be. 


BaNGaVasl, 
Aug. 19th, 1893, 


DAINIKe0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Aug. 20th, 1893, 


BAaNGAVASI, 
Aug. 19th, 1893. 


KaSIPUR NIVASI, 
Aug. 14th. 1893. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 15th, 1893, 


SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 19th, 1893. 
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It is men like Babu Pramada Charan who have done honour to the Bengali 
name outside of Bengal. And the greater the number of such Bengalis the 
sorer will be the mortification of Bengali—haters like the Pzoneer. 

7. The Bangavasi of the 19th August has the following :— 

Law courts as factorsin social Referring to the criminal case recently brought — 
morality. and decided against Mr. Deasey, which has obliged 
him to resign his seat in Parliament, and brought upon him social disgrace 
and degradation, the Indian Natwn newspaper has read a homily to native 
society in Bengal. The offence of which Mr. Deasey was guilty was similar 
to that which was proved against a few other eminent members of Eng- 
lish society before him, and brought upon them loss of social position and in. 
fluence, and the Indian Nation has seized upon this fact to extol English social 
morality and declaim against what the writer considers the low standard of 
morality which obtains in Bengali society. According to him any respectable 
Bengali gentleman guilty of the offence of which Mr. Deasey has just been 
onnvhael with such ruinous consequences to himself would find his position in 
society in no degree impaired or affected, and see no reason to feel disgraced or 
discredited. 

Now, we do not blame the Indian Nation for passing such a censure upon 
Hindu society. Itis a fact that the dharmaniti of the Hindus has become 
extremely lax at the present time. Wrong-doers are not punished, and every 
body acts as he pleases, and finds it easy to defy social opinion with impunity, 
Nevertheless, we are not prepared to admit that the facts of Mr. Deasey’s case 
are sufficient to justify the Nation in coming to the conclusion he has come to, 
namely, that the social degredation which has befallen Mr. Deasey and a few 
others like him is a proof that a high standard of morality prevails in English 
society. 

It should be remembered that every one of those Englishmen who have 
been thus disgraced has been convicted by a law court. But are all Englishmen 
who commit offences like that charged against Mr. Deasey brought up before 
the courts? Does not the matter stand rather thus that the great majority of 
such offenders are able to hush up their cases, and settle them amicably with the 
result that the public can know nothing about them? If this surmise is correct, 
it is idle to assert the existence of superior morality in English society on the 
strength of the few cases in which Englishmen have been disgraced in conse- 
quence of their conviction in a criminal court. Condemn the adulterer in 
native society as strongly as you please, it can never be just or reasonable to 
institute comparisons on slender and insufficient data, and then award praise or 
blame to the parties compared. The utmost that the Deasey case can be made 
to yield is that Englishmen have great confidence in the law courts of their own 
country, consider him guilty whom their law courts pronounce guilty, and accord 
him the treatment which the guilty alone deserve to receive. 

But the case is different in this country. The man who is here punished by 
a law court is not generally regarded as guilty by the native public, and even 
when he is so regarded, the severity of the punishment inflicted on him leads 
people to forget all about his offence and feel dissatisfied with the administration 
of justice. We do not know the extent to which false cases and false evidence 
prevail in England, but we have some knowledge of our own country, and we 
can say that it is doubtful whether even one per cent. of the cases instituted in 
the courts here possess the merit of being wholly true and free from the slight- 
est taint of falsehood. And the criminal judiciary does absolutely nothing to 
check the evil. But though the Magistrates make no endeavour to check the 
prevalence of falsehood, they are extremely unwilling to see accused people go 
unpunished. Many of these officers are of opinion that the conviction and 
punishment of accused persons would be simply impossible if all evidence were 
to be disbelieved on the ground of its being partly false, and they therefore rely 
— their — ange = he truth from the mass of false evidence 
which 1s produced before them, and dispense justi ishi le on 
the strength of evidence so sifted. j yee eees ee 

The only effect of the administration of justice on this method by the law 
courts of the country is that good men are filled with fear and dispondency, and 
bad men are encouraged, whilst neither good men nor bad men feel any respect 
forthe courts. This accounts for the fact that a man’s conviction by a law 


( 711 ) 


court in this country does not lead to his social degradation. And the plain 
meaning is that instead of promoting morality wegen the people, the courts 
have served to encourage deceit, falsehood, and immorality in native society. So, 
the cases in which the Indian Nation would throw the whole blame on Hindu 
society are precisely those in which the Jaw courts of the country, too, ought to 
come in fora share of the blame. The point that should receive the foremost 
attention in such discussions is whether or no public demoralisation is owing to 
the system in which the government of this country is carried on, and if enquiry 
shows that the people themselves are also to blame for their present low morality, 
condemn them by all means. It is true that false evidence is largely resorted to 
in this country, and that rejection of evidence on the ground of its being partly 
untrue would make the punishment of all accused persons impossible. But what 
is the true remedy—to promote respect for truth or to encourage falsehood? As 
it is, the courts encourage falsehood. It is the writer’s conviction that if the 
people are once made to feel that even real offenders will be discharged if there 
is the least admixture of falsehood in the evidence produced against them, respect 
for truth will increase among the people in a short time, and real offenders will 
find it impossible to escape punishment. Nothing short of this will prevent the 
increasing demoralisation of native society. | 


8. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 21st August has the follow 
's des» iIng:— } 

FI Mn, Me jeleden pe : Sir Charles Elliott was defeated on the jury 
weaiieonenastim question, and now it is suid that he has been de- 
feated on the question of the respective powers of the High Court and the exec- 
utive, which was referred to the Secretary of State for decision. It is said that 
the Secretary of State’s despatch on the subject has reached the Viceroy, and that 
it distinctly lays down that the executive have no power to interfere with the 
working of any court, high or low, and that the High Courts have supreme 

ower in matters judicial, except that in one or two very serious matters the 
Viewoy has the power of interfering with their action, subject to certain strict 
rules. The despatch, if it has really reached this country, ought to be published 
at once. The popular mind has been much agitated of late by the frequent 
interference of the executive with the action of courts, and the interference has 
also raised various doubts in the minds of the subordinate judiciary. The 
anxiety of the people and the doubts of the subordinate judiciary cannot be too 
soon removed. 


9. The Dacca Gazette of the 21st August has received a letter in 

| caer which one of the Munsifs of Kaliganj is accused of 

aoe ee the frequently losing his temper whilst hearing cases 

Dacca district. , 4 . ; ° ’ 

abusing the pleaders, and hastily disposing of cases 

without giving a proper hearing to the pleaders of the parties. If the Munsif 
does not mend his ways, the letter will be published. 


(d)— Education. 


10. The Kasipur Nivast me i August says that the knowledge of 

. technical arts which the students acquire at the 

Tee Taree! Shemales Pee grins! Vochelesl Mekeal net a uae sagchntoks kind, 

and not calculated to enable them to make their livelihood. The instruc- 

tion in carpentry and blacksmith’s art which they receive at the school will 

be of no use to them in after-life. Now what is the good of retaining a technical 
school of this kind which is of no use to the students attending it? 


11. The Charuvarta of the 14th August cannot admit that primary 
education, though it has almost deluged the country, 
has been very beneficial to the people. As soon as 
the boys enter the pathsalas, they wall off all do- 
mestic work, and the pecuniary loss thus sustained by their families is never 
made up with the aid of the education they receive. The evil can be remedied 
by introducing agricultural primers into the curriculum of the Lower Prim 

examination. But unfortunately no such book has been included in the list of 
text-books for that examination recently published. The practice of prescribing 
alternative text-books also seriously inconveniences the examinees. 


The list of text-books for the 
Lower Primary examination. 
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12, The Chinsura- Vartavaha of the 20th August says that the condition of the 


Hooghly College is becoming worse every day. The 
The Hooghly College. te of good professors from the collage has 


lowered the standard of its teaching, and a large number of students have left it 
in consequence. The post of Babu P. P. Sen, who left the college on the 
9th instant, has not yet been filled up. It is hoped that the Director of Public 
Instruction will direct his attention to the affairs of the college. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


13. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 15th August says that the people have 

up to this time derived very little benefit from the 
road-cess imposition of the road cess, This is due to the 

Local Boards often spending the proceeds of the 
cess injudiciously and without consulting the interests of those who pay it. To 
spend, as these Boards do, portions of the road-cess money contributed by one 
% on works of improvement in another, is hardly just and proper. Justice 
requires that the road cess paid by one thana should be spent on works of utility 
in that very thana, for in that case alone can the tax-payers of that thana get 
a return for the money they pay. When a Local Board spends the proceeds 
of the road cess paid in one thana in, say, increasing the number of schools 
in another, it certainly does a thing for the good of a certain number of people, 
but it cannot, nevertheless, be admitted to make a just or proper use of the 
road-cess money. It is the duty of a Board to apply the road-cess money 
principally to the construction and repair of village roads, and then, if any 
surplus remains, to spend it in other works of improvement. And if the 
surplus be not sufficient for the purpose for which it is wanted, then the neces- 
sary funds ought to be raised by subscriptions among the people interested, 
If, for instance, a particular village be in need of good drinking-water, a 
portion of the road cess paid by that village may be spent in excavating a tank 
there. And if that portion be insufficient for the purpose, the villagers ought 
to be asked to raise the balance by subscriptions among themselves. As it is, 
it is most unjust to spend the road cess paid by the people of one place not in 
removing their wants in the matter of roads, &c., but in establishing schools or 
excavating tanks in another place. A poor widow has a few bighas of lakhiraj 
land, out of which she ekes out a scanty subsistence; but she has to pa 
the road cess nevertheless, and to submit to the worry which its payment entails 
upon all. But she gets no return for her money, and the road in front of her 
hut is as impassable from mud as it has always been ever since she came to live 
in the village in the company of her husband. Surely this state of things 
ought to be remedied, and the state of communications in the villages should 
be attended to first of all. Itis true the Burdwan Board has to maintain 
such roads as the Cutwa road, the Khulna road, and the Grand Trunk road, and 
their repair costs it large sums of money. And, supposing that the surplus 
of the road-cess fund remaining after meeting the expenditure on account of 
the villages roads, be not sufficient for the purpose of keeping the above roads 
in a state of repair, the Board may raise the necessary funds by imposing & 
nominal duty on the large amount of traffic passing on those roads, Any how, 
the Board is not at all justified in spending on these roads the greater portion 
of the proceeds of a tax which is supposed to be levied with the object of 
repairing and constructing village roads. 

14, The Sulabh Daintk of the 19th August says that though the Joy- 
nagar Municipality in the 24-Parganas has an 
annual income of over four thousand rupees, it 
has as yet done nothing to improve the condition 
of the roads or the general sanitation of the places within its jurisdiction. It 
has, however, spent a large sum for a fine buil ing for its office, of which there 
was no need whatever. It does not clear jungle, it allows filth to accumulate, 
and it makes no provision for the supply of pure drinking-water. 

15. The Sanjivani of the 19th August says that the attention of the 
authorities has been repeatedly drawn to the bad 
condition of the roads in Samastipur in the Dar- 
ee a bhanga district, but without effect. The roads 
ve indeed become so bad that it has become impossible to stir out of home im 


Misapplication of 
money by the Boards. 


The Joynagar Municipality in 
the 24-Parganas. it 


Roads and drainage in Samasti- 
pur in the Darbhanga district. 
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this rainy season. Not even the road near the railway station is in a good condi- 
tion. Besides, in the absence of good drains, the streets and adjoining places 
have become full of stench proceeding from obstructed sewage and the sweepings 
of houses and shops. 

16. The Bangavasi of the 19th August says that the road in Barddi 
within the jurisdiction of the Kushtia Municipality, 
in the Nadia district, has not yet been metalled, 
though the residents of the locality pay a large amount in the shape of 
municipal taxes. The arrangements at the ferry ghat are also most miserable, 


and cause great inconvenience, especially to women intending to be ferried 
over. 


Municipal grievances in Kushtia. 


( f)—Questvons affecting the land. 


17. A correspondent of the Sansodhini of the 11th August draws the 
Acomplaint against Babu Rames 2ttention of Government to the o pression which is 

Chandra Das, Assistant Settlement being committed on the raiyats of mauza Amilaish, 
Officer, Chittagong. in thana Satkania of the Chittagong district, by 
the servantsof Babu Rajani Kanta Das, who has been registered as the amaldar 
of certain chur lands forming part of the mauza. Babu Rajani Kanta is the 
brother of Babu Rames Chandra Das, Assistant Settlement Officer of Chitta- 
gong, who is charged by the writer with having made a most improper use of 
his official position by registering the former asamaldar, though it was perfectly 
well known that the lands in question had always been in the possession of the 
raiyats of Amilaish, and that former settlement-holders had failed to di 
them. The settlement operations in Chittagong have been always strongly 
opposed by the inhabitants of that district, and cases of oppression like that 
which is being now perpetrated on the raiyats of Amilaish by a responsible 
officer like Rames Babu have strengthened their opposition to the measure. 

18. The Sahachar of the 16th August has the following :— 


pe ere me Sir Charles Elliott has recently written to the 
— , ’ ‘Times to say that the agitation against the cadastral 
survey in Bihar has considerably lost its force. His Honour said the same thin 
once before, which led the Englishman newspaper to say that in the opinion o 
Sir Charles Elliott no agitation was worth the name in which sticks were not 
used and heads were not broken. Formerly the civilian rulers of the country 
were not so much given to doing things against public opinion, or, having done 
such things, to attempting a justification thereof afterwards. Their present 
ractice in this respect is shaking the people’s respect for them. They donot 
now how to act in such a way as to give satisfaction to all parties. The recent 
cow-killing quarrels and the cadastral survey in Bihar prove this. All things 
considered, Mr. Paul’s resolution must be admitted to have come in time. 


(9)—Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. | 
19, A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th August complains of 


3 the extremely miserable condition of the road which 
m. J wede Pa ued hi apte cad in_was constructed by the Local Board at Barthi, a 
village in the district of Barisal. It becomes im- 


assable during the rains and causes great inconvenience to the local public. 
he attention of the Local Board is drawn to the matter. 


20. A correspondent of the Samay of the 18th August ab that though 


a — itis now nearly four to five months that trains 
ant OIL &@ station On tne stern . ° @ . 
oneal ticle Balbves tek are running on double lines between Naihati and 


Ranaghat, yet no bridge for crossing from one 
platform to another has been constructed at the Kanchrapara station. in, 


the down platform has no roof over it nor any wooden seats for the accommoda- 


tion of the passengers. The authorities of the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
are asked to remove these wants of the Kanchrapara station. 


(h)— General. 


21. The Sahachar of the 16th August refers to the recent Bombay riots, 
and remarks as follows :-— 


The officials in the cow-slaught. Lord Harris has done his d 


im «Lk uty by ordering out 
ease soldiers to quell the riots. is Excellence has 
requested the educated people of both the communities to induce their 
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co-religionists to desist from these quarrels. But befvre this request was formally 
made, the leaders of the two peoples had come to a determination to put them 
down. The police, the sol ery and heavy punishments after nominal trials 
have been in vain tried against these riots, and they will continue to crop up 
from time to time so long as the Government of India does not discountenance 
the anti-Hindu policy of Sir Auckland Colvin. It is true the Supreme 
Government is strictly neutral in religious matters, but the lower orders of the 
ople do not know Be to distinguish between the policy of the “‘ Sarkar” 
and the policy of a Provincial ruler Even the Sikhs, Rajputs and other 
martial races, on whose behalf European officials are now found to cry out 
sympathetically, have come to be convinced that Government dislikes. the 
fs. and is not displeased to see them attacked by the Mussalmans, Asa 
consequence of these quarrels between the two eoples, innocent and peaceful 
Hindus are being sent to jail in batches, and the Allahabad High Court, whilst 
enhancing the sentences of imprisonment passed on Hindu prisoners from one 
to four years, has confirmed even the admittedly inadequate sentences passed 
on the Musulmans. And even the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western 
Provinces has had to express regret at this unequal treatment of the two peoples 
by the High Court. ‘I'he dispersion of the Hindu pilgrims at the recent fair at 
Abe i also shows how the iedas are treated by Government. Be that as it 
may, this much is certain that no ruler has ever succeeded in ~ his object 
by creating a difference between the different sections of the people ruled by him. 
The divide et impera policy succeeds only for a time, and then causes more 
mischief than that which it is intended to prevent. The officials of Govern- 
ment have it in their power to prevent these religious quarrels, but they will 
not do so, because they intend to make it out with the help of these riots that 
there will be no peace in the Empire if Hindus and Musulmans are appointed as 
civilians in large numbers, andthat Mr. Paul’s Civil Service Resolution ought 
not therefore to be given effect to. The Government of India’ should 
restrain the hands of these officials. Hitherto it has been customary to speak of 
the educated classes as a microscopic minority, but the very fact that Lord 
Harris has sought their help in settling these religious quarrels shows that, 
notwithstanding the smallness of their number, they are a powerful body, 
and now that these educated classes have taken up the question of religious 
uarrels, good relations will be soon established between the lower orders of 
the two peoples. But what will then become of the European officials who 
are now trying to create disunion between them? Moreover, the recurrence of 
these religious quarrels is giving rise to the belief in men’s minds that 
European officials lose their heads in times of danger, and that these quarrels 
will not happen if native officers be at the head of affairs. The spread of this 
belief will be fatal to the prestige of the officials. Thus, let Government look 
at these quarrels from whatever pomt of view it may, it will see that the 
interests of British power and prestige in India require that the anti-Hindu 
policy of Sir Auckland Colvin should be abandoned. 
22. The Bharat Mitra of the 17th August blames the authorities for not 
oe .,. having kept such control over the people as might 
_Theauthoritiesin the cow-killing have prevented the cow-killing riots. The writer 
a wonders how a riot could take place in a town like 
Bombay, which is the head-quarters of a provincial Government, and says that 
after this Bombay riot no one wonders that riots took place in the mufassal 
districts, where the only controlling authority is the District Magistrate. 

23. It seems to the Bangavasi of the 19th August that the Gorakshant 
Sabhas are just now in great danger. On the 30th 
July last a Gujerati ascetic having delivered a 
lecture at a Sabha in Oudh on the subject of the 
yrotection of cows, the proceedings of the meeting were, by order of the Deputy 

ommissioner of Police, watched by the Police Inspector. The Inspector 
having reported that the lecture contained language calculated to excite the 
pe to cause a breach of the peace, the Deputy Commissioner had the lecturer 

rought up before a court, and Mr. Gibson, the district officer, fined the accused 
Rs. 200. The amount of the fine was immediately raised by subscription. 
The writer does not know whether the subscribers have been punished on the 
charge of aiding and abetting the ascetic. fonts 


Government’s attitude towards 
the Gorakshini Sabhas. 
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24. The Saraswat Patra of the 19th August has the following :— 

Sir Charles Crosthwaite on the In his vigorous speech in the late Darbar at 
Azamgarh riots. Balia, Sir Charles Crosthwaite laid the whole 
blame of the Azamgarh riots on the Hindus. But in doing so Sir Charles 
did not act like a good statesman. When there is a fixed belief among 
a certain section of the population that the Musulmans are more to blame for 
these riots than the isda, the authorities ought to have made careful enquiries 
to ascertain whether or not it is a correct belief. And even if this belief were 
found to be incorrect, it would not be just to throw the whole blame on one 
party, and make arrangements accordingly for punishing them. In a riot one 
party may be more violent than another, but all must be to blame, though in 


varying degrees. If, then, indulgence is shown to one party and the other party © 
is 


ealt with rigorously, riots instead of diminishing will become more violent. 
25. Referring to the rumoured arrest of the President of the Muzaffarpur 
The rumoured arrest of the 0rakshant Sabha, the Sulabh Dainik of the 19th August 
President of the Muzaffarpur saysthat if this rumour is true, then the authorities 
Gorakshant Sabha. have done a most iniquitous thing. It is true the pro- 
tection of the cow is a duty enjoined inthe Hindu’s Dharma, but the protection of 
the cow does not require rioting, and there can ariseno presumption that because 
the Sabha has for its object the protection of the cow, therefore its members 
must have joined in the cow-slaughter riots. This interference with the Sabha 
will wound Hindu feeling. 
26. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 21st August says that in the 
cow-slaughter quarrels in Bareilly the authorities 
_ showed themselves biassed in favour of the Muham- 
madans. And warrants have since been issued 
against two respectable Bengalis on the charge that they were the instigators 
of the quarrels, though the authorities themselves were the real instigators. 
The real facts at the bottom of the Azamgarh riots are being suppressed by the 
authorities, while they are laying the whole blame of these riots on the Hindus. 
It is said that warrants have been issued against the entire Hindu population of 
thirty-five villages. But the writer has heard from many people that the 
Azamgarh riots were due to the granting of licenses to Muhammadans for 
slaughtering cows in Mau and the adjoining places, where cow-slaughter was 
not allowed since the time of Akbar. Did not the authorities act in a short- 
sighted manner in allowing cow-slaughter in places where it was prohibited even 
by a Muhammadan emperor? And yet the authorities are pouring the vials of 
their wrath on the heads of the Hindus, and the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-Western Provinces is for making only the Hindus responsible for the 
riots. 
27. The Danik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd August has the follow- 
: oo; ing :— 
P| ee Constioelip in the a, oe 


The authorities in the cow- 
slaughter quarrels. 


Crosthwaite, the Lieutenant- 

Governor of the North-Western Provinces, is for 
suppressing the Gorakshani Sabhas, and, as for his subordinates, they resolved 
to suppress those Sabhas even before he himself thought of doing so. Sir 
Charles thinks that these Sabhas have been established with the sole object of 
exciting rebellion. 

Was it for this, then, that his subordinate officials encouraged the Musul- 
mans to cow-slaughter, and bade them to oppose every effort of the Hindus to 
protect cows? Was it for this, then, that the officials fomented ill-feeling 
between the Hindus and Musulmans? 

Did the officials, then, say to themselves:—The Hindus are combining and 
establishing Gorakshani Sabhas on the pretence of protecting cows, but really 
with the object of producing rebellion. Let usthen bring about a quarrel 
between the Hindus and Mussulmans by inciting the latter to indiscriminate 
cow-slaughter. That will suppress the movement and prevent a rebellion” ? 
_ Ifthe officials had really the impression in their minds that the Hindus 
intended to make a rebellion, then it is clear that they deliberately incited the 
Musulmans to cow-slaughter and opposed the efforts of the Hindus to protect 
cows. Whoever talks of rebellion in this connection must be set down as an 
opposer of the efforts of the Hindus to protect cows and as an abettor of 
cow-slaughter by the Musulmans. 
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The Hindus, it is true, have established the Gorakshani Sabhas with the 
object of protecting cows, but they have never so much as thought of maki 
a rebellion. It is the officials who are dreaming of rebellion, and are, under the 
influence of that dream, opposing the efforts for the protection of cows and 
encouraging cow-slaughter. The offence of the Hindus is only an imagina 
one, while that of the officials is a real and palpable one. It is the official, 
who ought to be punished. How is it, then, that the Hindus are being punished 
instead of the officials ? 

The Hindus want to protect cows, for the worship and protection of cows 
has been with them a religious duty from time immemorial. The Hindu, no 
doubt, considers himself exceptionally blessed if he can ape cows, but he also 


knows full well that he will never be able, under the rule of beef-eating Chris- 


tians, to prevent the slaughter of cows by the beef-eating Musulmans. Indeed, 
none but a mad man can think of achieving such an impossibility. 

The efforts of the Hindus for the protection of cows did not bring about 
the disturbances, nor would the slaughter of cows by the Musulmans have 
brought them about. It was the undue encouragement given by the officials to 
the slaughter of cows by the Musulmans that brought about the disturbances. 
There would have been no disturbance if the officials had not permitted the 
Musulmans to slaughter cows anywhere and everywhere. 

When the officials say that it is wrong to make any attempts to protect cows 
or to establish Gorakshini Sabhas, they — recriminate in the usual fashion of 
offenders. They have brought about the disturbances by their own conduct, and 
they now want to clear themselves by laying the blame at the door of others. 
It is the officials of the North-Western Provinces who are really guilty in this 
matter, for they are the men who have unduly encouraged cow-slaughter by the 
Musulmans. Sir Charles Crosthwaite, too, is guilty,in that he did not prevent 
his subordinate officials from doing that wrong. 

But the Lieutenant-Governor is now abusing the Hindus and attributing 
to them seditious motives. He is thus still encouraging the Musulmans, and 
thus making the anti-Hindu Mussulmans more anti-Hindu. Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite’s offence is an unpardonable one. 

The present is a golden opportunity for the Pioneer and people of the 
Pioneer's type. Our Allahabad contemporary has availed himself of this oppor- 
tunity to screw up his animosity against the Hindus to the highest pitch, and is 
doing his best to set the Musulmans on the Hindus. He thinks that the 
military should be brought out in order to make the Hindus feel the British 
prowers, and heis also trying his best to make the Hindus feel that the Musulmans 
are in greater favour with the Government than they. 

British prowess is not unknown to the Hindus, nor are the Hindus unaware 
that the Mussulmans are more favoured by the Government than they. The 
Hindus are also aware that it is newspapers of the type of the Pioneer that are 
the chief enemies of the State. It is not we, but Lord Canning who said that it 
was the Friend of India of Serampore, which brought about the mutiny, and 
that the Hurkaru added fuel to the fire. If Lord Lansdowne had been Lord 
Canning, the Pioneer would have been punished and the Englishman would have 
been compelled to become more pcs 

Protection of cows cannot and will not subvert the British Empire in 
India, ‘There will be no reason to apprehend that danger, even if the count 
is dotted with Qorakshani Sabhas from one extremity to the other. But the 
subversion of the Empire will become possible if the } Shes and the papers of 
its type are suffered to use their foul tongues unchecked, and if their views 
and proposals are accepted by the officials. They are the greatest enemies of 
the State who propose to weaken the Hindus and Mussulmans one after another 
by setting them against each other. 

History bears clear testimony to the fact that it is the faults of the officials 
that lead to great catastrophies in States. There was a civil war in England 
simply because the officials under Charles I committed injustice and oppression. 
It was also owing to the faults of the officials that James II was deposed and 
William of Orange invited to fill the throne of England. 

Was it not, again, the fault of the officials that Louis XVI came to grief 
and the French Revolution was brought about? Italy could become inde- 
pendent only because the Italian people were driven mad by the oppression of 


wn 3 


the Austrian officials. If the Turkish officials had not been oppressive, Greece 
would have remained to this day subject to the Turkish yoke. 

It was the oppression of the English officials thi 
into a republic, and it was the oppression of the Spanish officials that led to the 
separation of Mexico and South America from the Spanish dominions. The 
officials are the representatives of the sovereign, and it is owing to their faults 
that Governments are subverted, Hence the p»pular Hindu saying —“ ‘The 
fault of the sovereign destroys the State.” 

It was also the fault of the officials that the Sepoy Mutiny broke out. 
And if the Indian officials again become oppressive, there will in be a 
disaster, and no one will be able to prevent it. ‘The men who are driven mad 
do not fear the cannon. The one duty of the officials is to prevent the people 
from running mad. 

Justice is the soul of statesmanship; and steps should be taken to make 
all the peoples inhabiting India—Hindus, Musulmans, Christians, Jains and 
Sikhs—feel that the officials are, strictly just, and care should be taken that no 
officer can show undue partiality to any people in any matter or on any 
occasion. 

Sir Charles Crosthwaite would have acted like a Provincial Governor and 
a representative of the Sovereign if, instead of abusing the Hindus, he had 
checked the guilty officials and toldthem what their duties are. People will pay 
. heed to him who abuses others instead of checking the lunatic in his own 

ouse. 

Sir Charles ought not to have even suffered the word “rebellion ” to pass 
his lips. Impartial people are saying “Sir Charles has raised the cry of 
rebellion, which never was, nor is, nor ever shall be, simply for the purpose of 
saving the guilty officials, through whose fault there has been bloodshed, from 
censure and punishment by the Home authorities.” 

The oppressions that could take place under Lord Dalhousie and others 
in the days of the East Indian Company are no longer possible. The relations 
between England and India have now become closer, and reports of oppressions 
by officials here now reach England inno time. Oppression cannot therefore 
now reach its climax so as to become unbearable, and so long as oppression 
does not reach its climax, there will be no rebellion. Sir Charles ought not 
therefore to have suffered the word “rebellion” to pass his lips—nay he 
should not have even dreamt of rebellion. 

The Hindus will be content if they can only enjoy peace and hap} iness. 
If they have peace and happiness they will never object to the British rule 
lasting till doomsday. The Hindus want only peace and happiness and liberty 
to perform their religious duties free from interference. He must be wanting 
in foresight who exalts the Musulman with the view of humbling the Hindu. 
In the eyes of the English Government the Hindu and the Mussulman are 
equal. lf kept content both these races will be friends of the English Govern- 
ment: if not, not. Disturbances take place in a State when people run mad, 
and history is clear in its testimony that madness in the people is always the 
result of the fault of the officials. The sovereign is called ‘‘ Raja” because 
it is his duty to please his subjects (Sanskrit ranja to please). The soverei 
whose officials are able to please the people never loses his kingdom. It is the 
fault of the sovereign that ruins a State—it is the fault of the officials that leads 
to the subversion of Governments. _ . 

28. The eT ee Chandrika of the 24th August says that in 

) the course of his speech at the recent Azamgarh 
Sir 
lic Chazten Comnthwaie on the Garter Sir Charles Ceosthwaite has thrown ell 
th blame for the recent disturbances at that place on 
- shoulders of the Hindus and vented his spleen on the Hindu zamindars. His 
onour has apparently formed his opinion on the subject on the statements of his 
officials, though it has yet to be proved that these officials themselves were in no 
way connected with these disturbances. According to Sir Charles the recent 
nots at Azamgarh were due to the action of the Gorakshini Sabhas, whose 
emissaries had gone about the country inciting the Hindus to resist cow-slaughter 
y Musulmans. _ Gangs of Hindus from other districts came over to Mau, 
armed with lathis and other weapons, intent on rioting. The zamindars must 


ave been aware of their movements, and yet they took no step to prevent the 
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riot, or to inform the officers of Government of the matter. Before thus 
condemning the Hindus on the authority of his own officers, His Honour took 


no explanation from the former. ‘Before trusting the statements of his 
officials it was his duty to appoint a Commission—an impartial Commission, and 
not like the one which was appointed to enquire into the breaking up of the 
Hurdwar fair—to inquire into the subject of the riots, and if that Commission 
had held the Hindus guilty, the writer would have unhesitatingly accepted 
the verdict. Sir Charles said that the Hindus were the first to begin 
the disturbance by attacking the Musulmans without provocation, and that 
the Gorakshani Sabhas distributed letters broadcast, calling in Hindus to the 
scene of the disturbances. But has His Honour any other authority for these 
statements than that of his officials? His Honour may consider their state- 
ments as Gospel truths, but the people cannot. Pandit Vishan Narayan’s letter 
on the subject of the Azamgarh riots has been published in the Oudh Advocate, 
and it holds the officers of Government to be the root of all mischief. Sir 
Charles says that the Hindus compelled Musulmans by force to desist from 
cow-slaughter, but the Pandit’s account is that in many places they voluntarily 
consented to do so, and took up a hostile attitude only at the instance of 
Musulman and European officials. His Honour has referred to an instance 
in which the Musulmans signed acontract not to kill. cows, but surely the 
Hindus are not to blame if the Mussulmans signed this contract voluntarily, and 
it was the officers of Government who induced them to revoke their word, 
and who are to blame for what happened in consequence. Sir Charles says but for 
the efforts of the Gorakshini Sabhas the Hindus from different districts would 
not have been able to come to the scene of the riot, while the Pandit’s statement 
is that if the young Magistrate, Mr. Dupernex, had not encouraged Musulmans 
to kill cows on the occasion of the Buqrid, and had not issued notices informing 
eople of the approaching cow-slaughter, the riot would not have happened. 
here is no doubt that it was these notices which attracted the Hindus of differ- 
ent districts to Azamgarh. Under the circumstances Sir Charles would have 
given proof of his devotion to o% if instead of throwing all blame on the 
Gorakshant Sabhas, he had held Mr. Dupernex responsible for the riots. A 
translation of Pandit Vishan Narayan’s letter is then given, and the following 
remarks are made:—It is clear from the letter that Mr. Dupernex was the chief 
offender, and his assistants had also their share in the offence. Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite himself is also not free from blame, and the people will not be reas- 
sured to hear from his lips the abuse of Hindus and the Gorakshani Sabhas 
In any other country—at any rate in England—all these ‘men would have been 
zat on their trial. Sir Charles would have been tried first of all, and the trial of 
r. Dupernex and others would have followed. But here we find Sir Charles 
sitting in judgment onthe Hindus, though his own conduct in the affair has 
not been above blame, for everything is possible in India. 


V.— PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


29. <A correspondent of the Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th August reports severe 
scarcity at Ujirpur, a village in the district of 
Barisal. Rice is selling there at 10 seers kanchi 
per rupee, and it looks as if no rice will be avail- 
able here even for money a few days hence. A good many of the villagers 
cannot procure two mealsa day. Itishoped that the Magistrate will enquire 
into the matter. , 


30. The Bangavasi of the 19th August says that it is daily receiving a 


large mass of correspondence regarding the floods, 
Pa of rainfall, flood, and cal consequent distress. ‘he purport of some of 
the letters is given below :— 
(1) Bogra, Serpur.—Heavy rain, great hindrance to cultivation. The 
people extremely anxious. 


(2) Tirhut, Muzaffarpur.—Heay in. The padd be 
completely destroyed by the floods. oo ey ee et 
(3) | Champaran.—Cultivation has been prevented by heavy rainfall, the 
fields being under water. The makai crop has been seriously damaged. 
(4) Chota Nagpur, Palamau.—The rains have not yet decreased. The 
hadoi crop is about to be destroyed. Cattle-plague has made its appearance. 


Scarcity at Ujirpur in the dis- 
trict of Barisal. 
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(5) Shahabad, Buzar.—Incessant rain accompanied by storms. Cultivation 
has been interfered with. The dhadoi crop is going to be destroyed. oe 

(6) Durbhanga, Samastipur.—Heavy rainfall accompanied by heavy 
flood. The makat and bhado: crops have been seriously damaged. The flood 
has swept away the paddy plants. 

(7) Mymensingh.—The heavy rains have submerged the whole district. 
Cultivation has, in consequence, not yet been commenced. The seeds sown 
have been completely washed away. It is difficult to guess how the cultivator 
will manage to live this year. 

(8) Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira.—The whole country is under water. 
Both the aus and aman crops have been destroyed. ‘The jute crop has also 
been scriously damaged. Unless the rains soon cease, the outlook will be 
very gloomy. : : 

(9) Manbhum, Balurampur, Chota Aurama.—Cultivation has completely 
ceased owing to heavy rainfall, and cultivation even on the high land is likely 
to be affected. 

(10) Daeca.—The sky is constantly overcast, and there is incessant rain 
accompanied by storms and heavy floods. The damage to the crops has been 
considerable. Unless the rains and the storms soon cease, there will be litile 
prospect of the aman crop. 

(11) Faridpur, Muksedpur, Ghonapara—Heavy rainfall has submerged 
the greatest part of the village. No cultivation could be commenced, and the 
little that was done was completely destroyed by the drought which prevailed 
before the rains set in. People are already in distress. Many people could 
not -_ keep seeds for the aus crop. The aman crop, too, has been greatly 
damaged. 

(i2) Faridpur, Radhagan, Bandhabari.i—Bandhabari and Kotalipara 
have been submerged owing to mal | rainfall. The paddy crops have been 
completely destroyed. The floors of houses are under knee-deep water. Rain 
and storm taking place every day. Rice isselling ateight seers per rupee. Most 
people are not getting meals every day. 

(13) Midnapore.—The parganas Naruamutha, Sujamutha, Jalamutha, 
Bhunamutha, kismat Pataspur, Dantakharai, Bajarpur, and many others have, 
owing to heavy rainfall and bad drainage, been completely submerged. Not 
a single paddy plant can be seen in the fields, the seeds sown being destroyed 
by the rains. ‘The water stands four or five feet high above the ground. 

(14) Khulna, Rangdia,—The heavy rains have destroyed the prospects 
of the crops. Rice is selling at Rs. 4-12 to Rs. 5 per maund. Babu Shyama 
Charan Dutta, naib of this pargana, is buying rice on his own account, and 
selling it at the reduced price of Rs. 4 to Rs. 4-4 per maund, and that, too, 
not always for ready money. 

(15) Noakhali, Busirhat.—Indications of famine are daily increasing. 
The people are on the point of death from starvation. The poor people get 
a meal at intervals of two or three days. Some have to starve, and others are 
living on thor (inner stem of the plantain-tree). The rains commenced in the 
month of Baisdkh, and have been since falling incessantly. There is little pros- 
pect of the aman crop. Cattle plague has made its appearance. 

(16) Dacca, Bikrampur, Swarnagram.--'There have been heavy floods 
in these parts. Most of the houses are partly under water. Half the aus 
crop has been destroyed, and the aman crop is in a miserable condition. Many 
people have already little or no rice, and everybody is alarmed at the prospect 
of a famine. Paddy is selling at 5 seers per rupee and rice at 9 seers per rupee. 
The poor are starving, and living on one insufficient meal a day. The cattle 
too are dying for want of fodder. 

(17) Jessore, Basundia.—The place is a well-known rice mart in the 
district. It imports rice from East Bengal, and exports the same to Jessore and 
Calcutta. But this year rice is passing through the Basundia mart from 
Calcutta to East Bengal. On the last market day Backergunge rice sold here at 
Rs. 4-12 per maund. The excessive rains have destroyed all prospects of the 
crops. The lower class people are hardly getting one meal a day. 

(18) Barisal, Abhaynil.—About half the population of Abbaynil, Fayera, 
Fulhari, Birat, Thirakati, Jaykalas, Rajpasa, Saota, and some other villages 
is about to die from starvation. The floods of Jyavstha last completely 
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destroyed the aus crop. The fields are still lying under water, and even the 
aman seeds sown on the high lands have been destroyed. The ae are 
already in great distress. The distruction of the aus crop has blighted all 
their hopes. There is little prospect, too, of the aman crop. No one is willing 
to lend money. Rice is selling at Rs. 3-6 to Rs, 3-8 per katah. A few 
days ago rice sold at the Kushmangal hat at 32 seers (of 60 tolas each) per 
rupee. But even at that price it was not available to all. More than half the 
population are almost starving. Famine has made its appearance for some 
time in Ejilaha, Gaila, and some other villages. Jn spite of all this distress, 
the chaukidari, the road, and the public works cesses have been enhanced this 
year, and the instalment due in Ashar has been already collected. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


31. The Sahachur of the 16th August has the following :— 

Maulavi Asan Ali, writing in the Indian Miror 
newspaper, from Dacca, says that it 1s the Mussal. 
mans’ right to kill cows on the occasion of the Buqrid, and that they can 
exercise that right whenever they like, even though there may be Hindu houses 
near. Now, it is one thing to possess a right theoretically and another thing 
to possess the power to exercise it. All British subjects, for instance, theore- 
tically possess the right of —s consulted before a tax is impcsed on 
them. But can the people of India, though British subjects exercise that 


The cow-slaughter question. 


right? All posts in the gift of Government are supposed to be open to the 


people of this country, but can any one of them become the ruler of a pro- 
vince in the same way as Major-General Alikhanoff, the celebrated Musulman 
subject of the Czar. 

Again, they say, in Bengali that a man can slay his goat near its tail, but 
can one really do so without getting the myrmidons of the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals down upon himat once for torturing his beast? The 
fact is there can be no night the exercise of which causes inconvenience to 
others, and it is for this reason that in all countries people have been compelled 
to forego a portion of their nights for the sake of the general peace. 

It is the opinion of the writer that as cow-killing is sanctioned by the Musul- 
man religion, the Hindus ought not to make so much fuss in regard to it. The 
educated among the Musulmans do not take any part in these religious quarrels, 
which take place chiefly between the lower orders of the two peoples. Mr. Asan 
Ali should see that there are many rights more valuable than that of killing 
cows, for the possession of which they should unite with the Hindus. As educa- 
tion spreads in the country, the agitation against cow-killing will lose its force 
and disappoar ultimately. The Hindus are always ready to help the Musul- 
mans, and they helped the latter on the occasion of the indigo riots. Will the 
Musulmans allow this good understanding between themselves and the Hindus 
to bedisturbed for the sake of the korbani? What will the Europeans then think 
of the pee ? 

32. Thesame paper says that the Hindoo Patriot has now confirmed what the 


| Pioneer once said of Sriman Swami, who is in the 
killing See ee habit of going about the country with the cry of 


cow-protection inhis mouth. This man is a Madrasi, 
and formerly served in a post-office. He was once in jail for forgery. The 


writer is not in favour of cow-slaughter, but what he means to say is this, that 
inasmuch as Englishmen are beef-eaters, and as beef forms the principal 
food of British soldiers, it is not possible to put a stop to cow-slaughtering im 
India. Moreover, as religious neutrality 1s the policy of Government, it 
can do nothing to pe down cow-slaughtering, even if it be willing to do so. 
Sriman Swami is doing much mischief in the name of religion. He was 
the root of all the trouble which took place in Azamgarh. But the Swami 
has no influence over the educated classes, and his disciples come chiefly from 
the lower orders. ‘The recent riots are to a great extent due to the orendhite of 
anti-cow-killing doctrines by the Swami. 


33. The same paper says that there is apparently no better friend of the 


Musulmans than the Editor of the Jndian Daily 
The Indian Daily News's advi : ° 
tothe Musulam  * *avice = News. In the course of a recent article he has advised 


the Musulmans not to support Mr. Paul’s Civil 
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Service Resolution, for, in his opinion, the giving effect to it will only mean 
an increase of the number of Hindu civilians, and will in no way benefit the 
Musulmans. .This advice of the Editor is about asdisinterested as that.given b 
the unchaste wife to her husband, namely, that he would be the best of husban 
for taking cold rice and leaving all the hot rice for herself. The Editor’s advice 
amounts to this that the Musulmans should make no effort to get what is their 
due. It is a fortunate circumstance that Sir Syed Ahmed can no longer be taken 
in by Anglo-Indian dodges of this sort. 
84. The Hitavadi of the 17th August has the following :— 

3 The Pioneer and others wish the wholesale 
The Pioneer onthe cow-slaughter destruction of the Hindu race all over India. What 
ree harm the Hindus have done to these people is not 
known, but this much is certain that they are doing their best to work theruin of 
the Hindus. They once proclaimed a jehad of this kind yo the Musulmans, but 
the jehad failed. These peoplesay thatthe recent cow-slaughterriots were owing 


to the Hindus, for they were the first to begin the quarrels by attacking the- 


Musulmans, that the fierceness of the Hindus is on the increase, and that if 
stringent measures are not adopted against them, they will rise in rebellion against 
Government. One cannot help laughing at all this. If accounts of these riots 
had not been published in the newspapers, there would have been some chance 
of these statements of the Pioneer “at is party obtaining some credence. But 
the public now know from the published account that in most of the cases the 
Musulmans were the aggressors, and the Hindus tried to avoid quarrels as long 
as they could, and then took up arms in self-defence. But self-interest is such a 
confounding thing that, notwithstanding this evidence to the contrary, the Pioneer 
and his party would say that the Hindus were the first to attack the Musulmans. 
The writer fully believes that Government will lend no hearing to what these 
men say, nor will the Muhammadans, acting on their instigation, commit the 
suicidal crime of rising against the Hindus. The Hindus and Mussalmans are 
now like brethren to one another, and it is their interest to cement their union 
by mutual goodwill and brotherly feeling. 


35. The Sulabh Dainik of the 18th August says that according to some people, 
sie tciiiie title Sir A. P. MacDonnell will go to the Home Depart- 
en ECO” ment after Sir Charles Elliott’sreturn. Most people, 
however, do not regard such an arrangement with delight. What they want 
is that Sir Charles Elliott should not return, and that Sir Antony should be 
make pucka Lieutenant-Governor. So Sir Antony has already secured the 
affections of the people of this province. 


36. The Sudhakar of the 18th August speaks as follows of the meeting 


Ths Geen. et eee held at the Calcutta Town Hall on the 11th August 
honour of the late Nawab Abdul last to commemorate the memory of the late 


Luteef. Nawab Abdul Luteef :— 


The meeting was very much more crowded than any that has been seen in the 
Town Hall for a long time. Members of all communities—Hindus, Musulmans, 
Englishmen, Parsis, Jews, Jainas, and Armenians—were present at the meeting. 
There was not a sufficient number of seats, and many had to remain standing. 
The attendance probably exceeded 3,000. Theentire length of the road in front 
of the Town Hall, from the High Court to the western gate of the Government 
House, was lined with carriages. This crowded meetiug plainly shows how 
much the late Nawab was loved and esteemed by all communities. If the late 


Nawab had been born in Europe, his genius would have enabled him to attain 
the highest position in the political world. 


Mr. Cotton, Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, delivered a fine - 


speech. His speech was extremely pathetic and attractive. [A translation of 
the speech is given.| The audience was enchanted by Mr. Cotton’s speech. 
Maharaja Narendra Krishna spoke after Mr. Cotton, and was followed by the 
celebrated orator, the Hon’ble Mr. Surendranath Banerji, during the delivery of 
whose fiery speech the meeting resounded with repeated outbursts of applause. 
The burning words in which the orator described the remarkable abili ties 


and good deeds of the deceased, at once delighted the audience and moved 
them to tears. 
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37. The same paper is reassured to see two large encumbered Musulman 
estates inthe Backergunge district, namely, the Bam- 
Two Musulman estates in the na and Haturia estates, passing under the management 
ee of the Court of Wards. Managers and other officers 
are to be appointed for both these estates, and it will be a great disappointment 
to the ae community if able and educated Mussulmans, of whom there 
is no lack in these days, are not appointed in those offices. The two estates are 
Musulman estates, and the great majority of the tenants on those estates are 
Musulmans. It is, therefore, every way fitting that Musulmans should be 
appointed to manage those estates. ‘The Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
as well as the Judge and the Collector of the Backergunge district, are there- 
fore requested to attend to this pomt, 

It is also hoped that the Judge will also take steps to save two other 
Mussalman estates in the district, viz., the Ulania and Charamaddi estates, which, 
too, are in an encumbered state. pie 

38. The same paper referring to the Bombay riot, remarks that it is the 
: Hindus who sowed the seeds of these disturbances, 

Cause of = — between Jtig the members of the Gorakshanit Sabhas who have 
en brought about the riots. This great mischief was 
brought about by the refusal of the Hindus, at the instigation of the Gorakshani 
Sabhas to sell cows to the Musulmans, and by their making music near 
Musulman mosques. The Hindus are resolved to make India ‘“ Hindusthan” 
again. The account of the Bombay riot published in the Englishman newspaper 
fully discloses the oppression that was committed by the Hindus. 

The present great collision between the Hindus and Musulmans has been 
brought about by that dismissed Government servant and religious hypocrite 
Sriman Swami, who has made all India shake with his cry of “cow- 

rotection.” The writer has already said that the political Sannyasis in gerua 
saffron) robes are the root of all this mischief. Besides Sriman Swami, there 
are several other friends of the bovine race like Swami Alaram. The present 
fire has been kindled by these men, and this fire has blazed most fiercely in 
those places which have been most frequently visited by Sriman Swami, 
There was no such religious excitement on the side of the Musulmans, or the 
mischief would have assumed far more serious proportions. Sriman Swami 
sowed the seeds of evil in Bengal, but those seeds did not germinate. If men 
of Sriman Swami’s type are not checked, more mischief will occur in future. 
Government should beware from this time. And will no steps be taken to 
check the Hindu zamindar of Rangpur, who issued a manifesto in the Bangavast 
newspaper (R. N. P. for week ending 15th July 1893, paragraph 7), calling 
upon his brother zamindars to prevent tg: les os in their respective 
zamindaris. 

39. <A correspondent of the Samay of the 18th August complains of the 
extremely miserable condition of Jayrampur, Loka- 
nathpur, Damurhuda, and other villages in the 
Nadia district. The road from Damurhuda to the 
Jayrampur station #i¢ Jayrampur is an important -thoroughfare in this 
part of the country, but it becomes impassable from mud and water during the 
rainy season. ‘There are middle English schools at Joyrampur and Ass: le 
and school-boys have to use this road. But as it is submerged during the 
rains, they are obliged to discontinue their attendance at the schools. The 
villages are overgrown with jungle, which interferes with free ventilation, and 
much sickness prevails in the villages in consequence. The people of Jayram- 
pur and Lokanathpur suffer terribly from scarcity of drinking-water. The 
river Bhairab from which they draw their supply 1s very shallow, and its water 
becomes at times unfit for human use. There are no good doctors in the 
villages. Government is asked to make the above-mentioned road pucka, to 
remove jungle from the villages, and to supply the wants of the people in the 
matter of drinking-water and medical help, 

40. Referring to the Bombay riots, the Sanjivani of the 19th August 
says that the cow-slaughter agitation is going to 
pes bring ruin at India’s door. Cow-slaughter is 
enjoined in the Muhammadan religion, but it is a grievous sin to the Hindu. 
If, under these circumstances, the Hindus and Musulmans do notshow toleration 


The condition of some villages 
in the Nadia district. 
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for each other’s religious views, the fire that has been kindled will reduce the 
country to ashes. t the Hindus give up all objection to cow-slaughter by 
the Musulman, but let the Muhammadans, too, slaughter cows only in retired 
places shut out from the eyes of the Hindus. An understanding like this alone 
can put a stop to these quarrels. 


41. The same paper says that as Mr. Risley is going away on leave, 

Mr. Riel Sir A. P. MacDonnell will be freed for some time 

Iie Pipe from the evil influence of that sani (malignant 
planet Saturn). Mr. Risley was Sir Charles Elliott's chief ill-adviser. 


42, The Saraswat Patra of the 19th August says that a heavy responsi- 
bility rests on the shoulders of the Government 
of India in connection with the (Civil Service 
examinution question. His decision in regard to Mr. Paul’s Resolution ma 
make Lord Lansdowne’s name either ever memorable in India like that of 
Lord Ripon, or an object of India’s curse and censure. The task which has 
been imposed upon His Excellency in this connection will not be so easy of 
performance, considering that he will probably have to encounter the opposition 
of those who are his hands, eyes, and ears in this country. If, in addition 
to the officials, Lord Lansdowne consults the public and the public bodies, 
and then arrives ata decision in the light of his own independent and liberal 
ideas, there can be no doubt that his decision will be favourable to India, and 
his name will therefore become memorable in this country. There can be no 
objection to a proper guarding of the interests of the Europeans who intend 
entering the Indian Civil Service by reserving for them a certain number of 
posts, although that will militate against the Queen’s Proclamation. For it is 
after all very necessary that Mr. Paul’s Resolution should not be allowed to 
become a dead-letter. 


43. The Bangavasi of the 19th August has the following :— 
What is all this that we see? The fire of 


| civil war blazing all around! What frightful 
conflict and collision between the Hindu andthe Musulman? One never saw the 


like of this before. What fearful troubles these to disturb the uninterrupted 
peace of the British Empire! 


These are extremely bad times, and the present is an extremely bad 
year, or why should such untoward things happen? The Bugrid and the 
Moharram have been celebrated in the country from time immemorial, but 
never before did the country witness such fearful collisions hetween the Hindus 
and the Musulmans on the occasion of the Bugrid as have been witnessed this 
year. The scene enacted in the village cf Prabhas Pattan in Kathiwar during 
the late Moharram is quite unparalleled. This civil war bodesno good. Brethren 
why are you thus weakening yourselves by these internal dissensions, and, 
heedless of your true condition, are deluging the country with the blood of your 
own people? Is this your time for quarrelling amongst yourselves? We beseech 
you, with joined hands, to forgive and desist. Just think what ruin you are 
bringing upon the country. 

But to whom do we appeal, and who is there to listen to us? It isan evil 
star that is ruling the country’s fate, and we find nothing that can bring us 
any consolation in these trying circumstances. 

There have been fearful riots between the Hindus and the Musulmans 
over the cow-slaughter question, and the celebration of the Moharram festival 
in Azamgarh, Balia, Barielly, Gorakpore, Ghazipore, Junagarh and other places 
in the country. But the sudden and serious conflicts between the two peoples 
in Bombay were not due to those causes. Of course different people are assigning 
different causes, but it is difficult to ascertain the true cause. The Gorakshani 
Sabha, the Congress, the proposal to hold the Civil Service Examination in India, 
Hindu aggressiveness, Musulman fanaticism, the appeal of the injured Hindus 
of Prabhas Pattan to Government, and the holding of meetings in Bombay to 
express sympathy with the sufferers—some one or other of these has been held 
responsible for the recent outburst of lawlessness in Bombay. But whatever the 
cause, there can be no doubt that the late riots were marked by an amount 
of fury and hostility that was absent from all previous collisions between the 
Musulmans and any other section of the community. 
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44. The same paper has the following :— 

The trifling offence of common assault has cost 

Social morality in India andin My, Deasey his seat in Parliament as also his posi- 

er tion in society; and the Indian Nation newspaper 

thinks that no Indian gentleman has to pay a similar penalty under similar 
circumstances. 

But is it correct to say, after all, that a native gentleman convicted of an 
offence like that proved against Mr. Deasey does not lose his official position 
in this country? Now, it should be remembered that, as it is, natives have 
little to do with the public service, and less with official position or prestige, 
Supposing there can be some comparison between a membership of Parliament 
and a membership of the Legislative Councils of this country, does the writer 
in the Indian Nation think that an elected native member ofa Local Legislative 
Council who should have the misfortune of being so by a law court for 
assaulting another man’s wife could have the hardihood to take his seat on the 
Council after his punishment? We think he cannot. — It is almost impossible 
for a native gentleman to present himself before the officials after suffering such 
disgrace. But, as already stated, the people of this country have almost no 
concern with official matters or the work of public administration, and 
Mr. Deasey’s case cannot therefore be properly applied to the case of India. 

To come to the question of loss of social position. The social morality of 
England is not the same as the social morality of India. The loss of social 
position in England therefore means something very different from what those 
words mean in India. The utmost that an Englishman who has lost his social 
position has to suffer is probably this that he is no longer invited to public meet- 
ings and social gatherings, and is also perhaps expelled from his club. Now, 
we have no such social gatherings and conferences or clubs in this country. 
Exclusion from such gatherings, or exclusion from such clubs doubtless causes 
much disgrace and mortification to an Englishman of position and respectability. 
But we do not think that he suffers anything more than that. 

But the case is very different with the people of this country. The Indian 
who becomes a fallen man in society has personally no end of trouble and 
mortification to suffer, and his family suffers equally with him. He isno longer 
invited to feasts, he is denied the privilege of smoking the same hooka with his 
caste-men and he is refused the service of the village barber, and the village 
washerman. Even his sons and daughters cannot be given in marriage. At least 
such used to be the case before, for Hindu society was not then so utterly 
disorganised as it has since become. Thanks to Englishmen, that society is 
now ina moribund condition, while the club and other social institutions of 
England have not been yet introduced in this country. How then can social 
degradation be possible here at the present time? The man who can manage to 
secure the favour and protection of the English officials and possesses some wealth 
in the bargain is now able to defy social opinion with impunity. He does not 
belong to English society, and Englishmen therefore take no notice of him, while 
he defies his own society by reason of its weakness. How can a society which 
has been deprived of its power punish those who offend against it ? | 

The Indian Nation is sorry that while adultery in a native does not involve 
anything like the punishment inflicted on an Englishman, a native woman guilty 
of the offence is visited with the extreme punishment of renunciation by her 
husband. But in expressing his regret, at this fact, the writer does not seem to 
have takon into consideration one most important point, namely, that as the 
consequences of adultery in English society are very different from those which 
follow from the commission of the same offence by a member of Hindu society, 
the standpoint of morality from which the offence is viewéd by Englishmen 
should be very different from that from which it is viewed by the Indians. 
We do not now propose to discuss the question as to whether the Indian or the 
English ‘standpoint is superior, What we would point out is that the English 
view being different from the native view of the offence, the punishment 

rescribed for it must necessarily be different among Englishmen and Indians. 
he fact is, Hindu marriage is something very different from English 
marriage, and the consequences of adultery in Hindu society are therefore 


very different from the consequences of the same offence committed in 
English society. 
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Now, English society is composed of persons who are held together only by 
the tie of reciprocal obligation. Reciprocal obligation is, as it were, what con- 
stitutes the basis of that society. In English marriage also the exchange of 
pledges between husband and wife and their mutual obligations form, as it were, 
the only tie between the parties. There seems to be a tacit understanding between 
them to the effect that so long as either party does not become unfaithful to the 
other, so long the relation of husband and wife will continue, so that unfaithful- 
ness on the part of either party leads to the determination of the pledge and the 
obligation creaed by it, and consequently of the marriage. It is clear there- 
fore that under English marriage unfaithfulness is a most serious offence, 
leading, as it does, to the dissolution of marriage and the breaking of the tie 
which binds and holds society together. : 

But Hindu marriage isa very different thing, and the violation of the 
marriage vow is also therefore a thing which is very different. In Hindu 
marriage the husband makes no pledge and incurs no obligation. And the 
Hindu husband is at liberty to marry many wives without laying himself 
open to the charge of adultery, provided he gets such marriages sanctified by 
rites prescribed by his religion. Judged from the standpoint of social morality, 
the social consequences which follow from the commission of adultery by a 
Hindu husband are as nothing compared with the spiritual degradation which 
he incurs by means of such illicit indulgence. This is why Hindu society is 
not so severe upon the adulterous Hindu husband. But the Hindu husband 
cannot tolerate unchastity on the part of his wife, for such unchastity is 
calculated to call into existence cross castes, with the result that the husband’s 
line would become extinct, and he would get no benefit of the sradh and other 
ceremonies which only a son begotten by him would be competent to perform. 
This is a very serious matter, and this is why Hindu society cannot tolerate 
unchastity on the part of the wife. All this accounts for the very great differ- 
ence that exists between the social morality of India and that of England. 

45, The same paper says that the Pioneer has proposed that British troops 

. ___ should be made to parade through the country in 
The Pioneer on the cow-killing order to impress its Hindu inhabitants with an 
quarrels. : ee 
adequate idea of British prowess, to keep them 
terrified, and to let them feel that the British Government does not rely for 
support on the police alone, but has at its command a most powerful milita 
force, and that they will, however numerous they may be, yet find it hard to 
take such a small account of the Muhammadans as they apparently mean to do. 
It is not clear what has led the Pzoxeer to make such a proposal, or to speak 
of the Muhammadans in connection with the proposal for the parading of 
troops. Will the Pioneer feel happy if the Hindus and Musulmans become 
inimical to each other? The Hindus are well aware of British prowess, nor 
are they ever inimical to the Muhammadan population. It is people like the 
writer in the Pioneer who try to incite the #  cenats we against the Hindus, 
Considering the times they are living in, the Hindus have good reason to be 
terrified at the mere appearance of such writing in.the Pioneer, and there is no 
need whatever for parading the military with a view of cowing them down. 

46. The Chinsura Vortavaha of the 20th August says that the Lieutenant- 

: Governor's recent Bankipur speech on the subject 
yeuuels between Hindus and of cow-slaughter was exceedingly beautiful and 
: attractive, and truly statesman-like. The resolu- 
tion of the Calcutta Muhammadan Literary Society to distribute copies of the 
Bengali, Hindi and Urdu translation of the speech is no doubt good, but there 
is no certainty that this action of the Society will do much to improve matters 
in this respect. The probability, however, is that it will go a great way 
towards extinguishing the fire now raging between the two peoples. The 
Hindus and Musulmans should no longer quarrel with each other. The 
Musulmans can now very well be on friendly terms with the Hindus. Religious 
antagonism no longer keeps them apart, while the fact that they are both under 
the same rule has effaced all distinction between them as conquerors and the 
conquered. The Musulmans can, if they like, desist wholly or partially from 


cow-slaughter, for the animal is useful also to them for agricultural purposes. 


It is, therefore, not proper for them to cherish angry feelings against the 
Gorakhshani Sabhas. | 


BANGAVASI. 


Aug. 19th, 1893. 


CHINSURA 


VaRTAVAHA, 
Aug. 20th, 1893. 
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Sutasn DAINrK, 47. The Sulabh Daink of ee? a the sya itn 
Aug. 22nd, 1893. i ’ " . Risley, who is such a favourite of Sir 
: ee ee Elliott, has written the book “ Laborious 
Days,” setting forth the abilities and achievements of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
and had hoped that the book would have a large sale. But he has been 
disappointed: the book has met with no sale at all. No one has felt interested 
in the subject of the book, and no one has therefore wasted money by purchas- 
ing it. It is said, however, that a certain Subordinate Judge has compelled 
the pleaders of his court to buy the book. Of course the pleaders had no 
alternative but to please the Subordinate Judge by throwing away so much 
money. The writer sympathises with Mr. Risley in his disappointment. 


Urrva PAPERS. 


48. All the native papers of Orissa notice the spread of cholera through 


ee the villages lying along the roads of Orissa through 
ENE &F GeeeR oe Dee which the pilgrims returning from Jagannath at 


Puri are passing. 
URIYA AND 49. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 2nd August urges that the candi- 


NaVASAMVAD, 


dates passed by the Cuttack Normal School ought 
ee to be saeelded Sek when suitable vacancies onar in 
the Government offices of Orissa; otherwise the Normal School will not attract 
upils. 

Se 50. The proceedings of the first meeting of the enlarged Legislative Council 
of Bengal attract a great deal of attention in the native papers of Orissa, which 

reproduce them entire in their columns. 
iasiie thiiling 51. The Utkal Diptka of the 5th August is sorry to notice that the accused 


Aug. 5th, 1893. oe in custody are often carried from the Cuttack Jail 
PR ir ogee of hajut prisoners 10 to the courts of the Magistrates in Cuttack in a 

barbarous manner, and by way of illustration 

narrates a case in which the editor of the journal saw five or six such accused 

carried to the Magistrate’s court in a heavy shower of rain without any pro- 

tection whatever. ‘The Editor is inclined to think that the cost of the medical 


treatment of these persons will be larger than the cost of providing them with 
umbrellas. | 


AssaM PAPERS. 


52. The Paridarshak, for the second fortnight of Sravan 1300 B.S., has 

nee a ee the following :— 

——as ee The floods in Sylhet this year are quite 
unprecedented in the annals of the district. The people forced to starve are 
leaving for the town in large bodies in the hope that a representation of their 
condition to Government will bring them relief. The other day twenty-four 
men from Chandrapur within the jurisdiction of the Golapganj thana came 
to represent their condition to the Deputy Commissioner, but that officer having 
been in the mufassal, a | saw the District Judge, Mr. Clark. The District 
Judge wrote a slip to the Deputy Commissioner, who replied that the story was 
an exaggerated one, and that he would pass the necessary orders after paying 
a visit to the place. 

The people of Golapganj have been long suffering from scarcity, and it is 
necessary for Mr. Lee to take egy action in regard to them. It is said 
that a resident of the place, after having been out for two days in search of 
food, returned home unsuccessful. Having no other resource, he then took away 
a trinket worn by one of his daughters and pawned it for twelve annas. He 
bought rice for eight annas and then went away to buy salt, &c., On his returp 
he found the rice stolen, and was, in despair, about to kill himself by drowning, 
when a kind-hearted man seeing his misery, gave him a rupee, and thus saved 
him and his family for three or four days to come. Indeed, the scarcity which 
has made its appearance in these places this year is quite unparalleled in the 
history of India. That hundreds, nay thousands, will, under these circumstances, 


die of starvation there is not the slightest ground for doubting. But what 1s 


3 3 regretted is that the authorities will not yet believe in the prevalence of 
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The head-constable of Golapganj had some time ago sent upa report to the 
effect that deaths from starvation were likely to occur within the jurisdiction of 
the thana. On investigation the Police Inspector found the report to be far 
short of the truth. But he, too, avoiding every shade of exaggeration, reported 
that twenty-six families were going absolutely without food. But, unfortu- 
nately for the people, even this report has been characterised as giving an 
exaggerated account of the distress. But even in this year of distress 
Mr. O’Brien has assessed the income-tax in the Sadar subdivision at Rs. 4,000 
more than thatof last year; and he has, onthe other hand, granted to the 
North Sylhet Local Board only Rs. 10 for relief of distress in a certain village 
within the Board’s jurisdiction. Babu Mathura Nath Sen, Overseer, who was 
sent to distribute the money among the villagers, had to spend, in addition to 
the sum given to him, something from his own pocket before he could get 
away. 

"53. The same paper cannot understand what led Mr. O’Brien to transfer 
Transfer of twoofficersin Assam, D#0U Sambhu Narayan Sinha, Extra Assistant 
' Commissioner of Karimganj in the Sylhet district, 
to land acquisition work for the Assam-Bengal Railway, and to transfer 
Babu Mahim Chandra Chakravarti from the latter work tothe charge of the 
Karimganj subdivision. Are the transfers due to Babu Mahim Chandra’s 
giving adequate compensations for the lands and buildings acquired? And 
has Mr. O’Brien deputed Babu Sumbhu Narayan to the land acquisition 
work with the object that he will deprive the poor people of their just dues? 
But seeing that Babu Sumbhu Narayan is on the eve of retirement, it is not 
likely that he will endeavour to seek the favour of his superior officers by 
giving effect to their improper wishes. Mr. O’Brien would have acted wisel 
by sending a Sub-Deputy Collector, who has yet to obtain his promotion in the 
service to carry out his unjust wishes. 

54. The same paper says that great harm is done to candidates by the 

) ia delay in the publication of the results of the 

foe ay, in Publishing the results examinations in Assam. In the medical schools 

in Bengal, only a limited number of students are 

admitted every year. In the present session the results of the Middle English 

and Middle Vernacular examinations were published so late in Assam that two 

students from Sunamganj who had gone this year to be admitted to the Dacca 

Medical School had to return disappointed, as the number of vacancies in that 
school had already been filled up. 

The results of the Lower Primary examination were published so late as Jul 
last, and the candidates who appeared at that examination could not, therefore, 
take their admission in any school before that month. But the session having 
commenced in April, the period of three months from April to June was a sheer 
loss to them. Besides, when they took their admission in July, the earlier 
students of the session had made considerable progress in their studies and the 


whole class had therefore to recommence every subject. This has happened 
in the Raj Govinda School in Sunamganj. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGAL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 26th August 1893. 
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